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March 6, 2023 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Today, it was reported that a middle school student was in possession of a “knife.” 
Immediately, middle school administration went to the classroom where the student was and 
the student in question was escorted to the office. 
 
Upon further investigation, a small, survival-type knife was found and confiscated. A verbal 
threat referencing the knife was made by the student in question; however, the knife was not 
wielded in a threatening manner. Administration immediately contacted the Richmond Police 
Department. Because the student was detained and there was no active or immediate threat, 
the school was not placed on “Lockdown.” The parents of the student in question were 
notified, and the student has been taken into police custody for (1) possession of a weapon in a 
weapon-free zone and (2) issuing a threat. 
 
As information becomes available or published on social media, students may feel uneasy or 
concerned about the situation. Just a reminder, the district continues to offer free counseling 
services for Richmond students through CARE of Southeast Michigan should your child need 
assistance. Counseling services may be accessed by parents/guardians, or students 14 and 
older, by calling (586) 541-CARE (2273). Each Richmond student is eligible for up to five (5) FREE 
counseling sessions, per topic. 
   
Due to the swift action of the middle school staff and the support from the Richmond Police 
Department, no students or staff were harmed. The district will continue to work with 
Richmond Police and follow the district’s Crisis Management Plan to ensure all students and 
staff are safe. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brian J. Walmsley, Ed.S. 
Superintendent 


